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his very life. The Alexandrians were ingenious and indefatigable They pumped the sea into the conduits which supplied his quarters with water, for a moment it seemed with fatal effect Fresh water was happily found by sinking wells They made a new fleet, old vessels on the stocks were launched, otheis were brought down fiom the canals on the nvei They made oars and spars out of the benches and tables of the piofessors' lecture rooms With these they made desperate attempts to retake the mole Once with a sudden rush they carried a ship, in which Crosar was present in person, and he was obliged to awirn for his life 1 Still he held on, keeping up his men's spirits, and knowing that relief must arrive in time He was nevei gieater than in uu-looked-for difficulties He nevei lested He was always inventing some new contnvanoe He could have retired from the place with no serious loss He could have taken to his ships and forced his way to sea in spite of the winds and the Alexandrians But he felt that to fly fiom such an enemy would dis-honoi the Roman name, and he would not enteitam the thought of it
The Egyptians made desperate efforts to close the harboi. Finding that they could neither capture the Pharos noi make an impiession on Csasai's lines, they affected to desue peace Cassar had kept young Ptolemy with him as a security. They petitioned that he should be given up to them, promising on compliance to discontinue their assaults Csesar did not believe them But the boy was of no use to
1 Legend la more absurd than usual over this Incident It protends that ho swam with one hand, and carried his Commentaries, holding thorn above water, with the other As if a general would take his MSS with, him into a hot action 1